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C oimimissioner ‘ WGK 0 Causeway Streed 
7 7) , ' ~ “\— 
Boston, Mass. 02144 Beis (ON: GaN) 


August 18, 1986 


To: Nelson Woodfork, Assistant Commissioner 
Office for Professional Services 


From: Walter Taylor, Data Specialist 'S= 
Research, Evaluation and Planning Unit 


Through: Julia Herskowitz 
Research, Evaluation and Planning Unit 


© 


Re: ' Profile Of Children Adopted In FY 1985 


Please find attached several tables of data profiling the 400 
children who were adopted in fiscal year 1985. Adoption data were 
gathered by the Research, Evaluation and Planning Unit from the 
Regional Adoption Logs. To summarize: 


@e Over three-quarters of the children adopted were between 
one and ten years of age. 


e Statewide, just over half of DSS adoptions were by foster 
parents. However, two regions have significantly 
higher proportions than this. 


@e 67% of the adopted children receive subsidy. 


e Three-quarters are identified as having special needs. 
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Table 1. Child's Age At Time Of Finalization, By Region = FY 765 


Under 

ioyies 1-5 6-10 11-15 16-19 total 
REGUON STs |, 20) ow)’ 23. (ase eee oo te) 69 ey 
REGEON TE de 28) 26 (408) 27_ (423) G6 
REGION III __ lee) 28 _—-( 47%) 22, (305s) 59 (15%) 
REGION IV___ Ags) 20: (36%) | 19 (358) 55. (148) 
REGION V__ OS ee 29 323)ee NO ie) 905 3623i8))) 
REGION VI es) ee OS) Oo SSL (a) 62 (168) | 
STATEWIDE 10: (38) | 154 = 0398). size es) 69 (178) 400 (100%) _ 


e@e 400 children were adopted in FY 1985. 
@e Three-quarters of them were between one and ten years old (77%). 
@ 3% were under one (1) year. 


e 21% were between 11 and 19 years old. 


Percentage of regional total. 


** Percentage of statewide total. 
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NAME’: 


MONTH : 


NUMBER OF HEARINGS SCHEDULED: 


NUMBER CONDUCTED: 


A. 


NUMBE 


NUMBER DISMISSED AT HEARING: 
REASONS 

NO SHOW: 

NO APPEALABLE ISSUE: 

REQUEST OF APPELLANT: 

OTHER: 

NUMBER WITH RECORD LEFT OPEN: 


DISMISSED PRIOR TO HFARING: 


REASONS 


REQUEST OF APPELLANT: 
REQUEST OF AREA OFFICE: 
OUR REQUEST: 

NUMBER RESCHEDULED: 
REASONS 

REQUEST OF APPELLANT: 
REQUEST OF AREA OFFICE: 
REQUEST OF Dic Ay : 


OTHER: 


R OF DECISIONS COMPLETED 


Table 2. Children Adopted, By Type Of Home, By Region - FY'85 


Foster Recruited 

 HOmMes= | ee Homes cs fe hOwall see 
REGION I 32 (47%) 36 (53%)* 68-17%) = 
REGHONE = | Se 08S era ee ee Lo) 
REGUONE Ts oa eee = 2on(828) 7 152) Cloo) 
REGION IV__ es SHE SAN (630) ee ee ee Ca eee 
REGION V__ 2) ee VOGT) ees 322363 eee 590) (232) 
REGTON Wi oo 6s = 23 Olt SS Oc COS) 

K* kkk 

STATEWIDE 22022-6553) 177 (45%) 397 (1008) = 


e Statewide, 55% of the children were adopted by foster 
parents, and 45% by parents recruited and approved 
for adoptive placement. 


@e Regions V and VI show a significantly higher proportion 
of foster home adoptions than is seen statewide 
(64%, 63% vs 55%). 


@ Region IV, on the other hand, had a much higher 
Share of recruited homes ‘compared to the state 
63% vs 45%). 


Percentage of regional tota’. 


ae Percentage of statewide total 


*** Data are not available for three children adopted in FY'85. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2013 


http://archive.org/details/profilesofchildr1985mass 


Table 3. .Ethnicity Of Child -At Time- Of Einalization, By Region SeEY.85 


__Black Other _Total 
REGION 1 pal GEE 2__ (3%) 69 (18%) 
REGION IT 4 __ (6%) oF ACES) 5 ol 6S GS) 
REGIONGIMI | © (Os)e Pe SS eo Oo 
REGION Iv. | 2 (48) 3__ (5%) 55 _ (148) 
REGION V___ 2 (2%) 6__(7%) 220) (238): 
REGION VI | 28 (45%) 2352 (98) ee) eee 
SUR TENTDE 2a) Ot SCR tet Oe ee ee 
e Three-quarters of the adopted children in FY'85 were white 
and the rest minorities. 
@e In Region VI, however, 39% were white, 45% black, 11% 
Latino, and 5% other groups. 
2 Percentage of regional total. 
= Percentage of statewide total. 
es Information not available for six children. 
Note: "Other' includes children with Asian, Native American, Portuguese, 


and mixed racial ethnicities. 
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Table 4. Ethnicity Of Adopted Child, By Type Of Home - FY'85 


Black White Pe uae no _ Other Lokal se 
HOSTER -HOMESz 5) |-29 38). Se COA) 22: (69%) TOE C4380) 262 (5582) 
RECRUITED HOMES ll eee 141 (483) acto f 13 (57%) ELS) 
STATEWIDE 40 (10%) 296 27163). 4|_ 32.8%) | 23 (68) 391 (100) 


e 71% of the black and Latino children finalized in FY'85 
were adopted by foster parents. 


e In contrast, only 52% of the white children were adopted by foster parents. 


* Percentage of statewide ethnicity category. 


** Percentage of statewide total. 
*** There were nine children with missing information. 
Note: "Other' includes children with Asian, Native American, Portuguese, and 


mixed racial ethnicities. 


™ 


a 
re 


Co 


ae 


i. 


iad eee ee 
h a -, : es ret 


4 


=) 


* 


ee. ee 


eto 


Ja:F 


= 


+e! 


inde 


‘i 


tae fe 


=? 


Table 5. Adopted Children, By Special Need And Amount Of, Subsidy. — | hYYS> 


Physical Emotional/ No Special 
Needs Mental Needs Other Needsl Needs Total: 


EE (83) 


SUBSIDY _ Lo C9 2k) 90 G00 249 (67%) 
BOG — eae ee eee __ 193 
PARTIAL Sees ee 
MA-ONLY Sees Ca a eal 

kKkK«* 

NOUN GG) es 90 (248) | 106 (29%) | ~=369(100%) 

e 67% of the adopted children in FY'85 received a subsidy. 
e 64% of those who received subsidy had special physical, mental 
and emotional needs, and the rest (36%) met other subsidy criteria. 
e 71% of the adopted children had special needs. 
‘ Percentage of total special needs category. 
ss Percentage of state total. 
k*k* ; : ; : 5 
31 of the children were missing subsidy information. 
1. 'Other Needs' include age (twelve and older), race or ethnicity, sibling 


group member, and/or living with a foster parent for one or more years such 
that separation would adversely affect the child. 
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Table 6. Adopted Child's Ethnicity, By Type Of Subsidy - FY'‘'85 


Black White Latino Other Total 


=So"____ 
NO SUBSIDY 20 (8:) 106 (39%) Se Ce) (36%) EEO = 63338)) 
ZOF CIES) (64%) 245 (67%) 


SUBSIDY 36 (95%) 166 (61%) 
ft : See: 
kk kkk 
STATEWIDE 38 (10%) 272 (75%) 32-2098) (63% ) 364(100%) 
® Over 90% of the adopted black and Latino children received a subsidy. 
e 61% of all adopted white children received a subsidy. 


Percentage of statewide ethnicity category. 


ME Percentage of statewide total. 


==" 36 of the children had missing subsidy and/or ethnicity information. 


Note: 'Other' includes children with Asian, Native American, Portuguese, 
and mixed racial ethnicities. 
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August, 1986: % Children in Caseload and in Placement, and FY85 Legalizations 
for Adoption, by Ethnicity 


REGION WHITE BLACK LATINO OTHER NO INFO 
Case In Case In Leg Case In Leg Case In Case In 
load Place- load Place- ADP load Place- ADP load Place- load Place- 

ment ment FY85 ment FY85 ment ment 

REGION I 

REGION I1 

REGION I11 

REGION IV 

REGION V 

REGION VI 

STATEWIDE 


REP 8/28/86 


SOURCES: Children (0-18 yrs) in caseload and children in placement from 8/1/86 ASSIST data (tape Extract). 
Legalized adoptions in FY85 from Regional Adoption Logs. 


wa 


eal 


i 
3 


# 
erties! | 


ba 
¥. 


Cog 
‘er 


oa 


n re Tee , reer vere 


or fa 


wt heels 


m) 


7 


~~ 


